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ABSTRACT: On the Neolithic Shangshan site excavated from 2001, some charcoal containing pot-

tery has been discovered to have rice grain husks as the main admixing material. Not only the potshard

surface bears quantities of impressions of rice husks, but also the charcoal fragments mixed in the base

clay in a large amount are formed of incompletely burnt rice grain husks. A phytolithic analysis shows

that some potshards contain phytoliths from motor cells of rice leaves. A morphological examination of

the grains, short rachillae and phytoliths suggests that the rice from the Shangshan site may belong to

primitive cultivated rice with some properties of modern japonica or tropical rice. The discovery of the

Shangshan rice is highly valuable to studies into the origin of rice farming.
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